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DISCLAIMER: Any medical or legal information in this text is for educational purposes only. Neither White 
Buffalo Press nor Dr. Turner is engaged in rendering medical or legal advice. The information provided herein 
should not be used for diagnosing or treating a health problem or disease or for replacing the advice of a 
lawyer. Information contained in this text is not a substitute for professional care or professional services. White 
Buffalo Press and Dr. Ray Turner make no representations concerning the content of this text. If you have, or 
suspect you may have a health or a legal problem, you should consult your healthcare provider or an attorney. 

This School Bus Collision Investigation Best Practice: An Attorney Handbook is a compilation of best practice 
information and guidelines regarding safe and appropriate school bus transportation services provided to 
student passengers, pedestrians before becoming passengers, and passengers who become pedestrians. 

The Hazardous Route Committee Handbook (HRCH) is the first section which serves as the single most 
comprehensive source of school bus service best practice. The HRCH deals with all the stakeholders in the 
school bus enterprise including those students who are school bus passengers as well as those who are 
pedestrians with disabilities. The Handbook is written by a nationally recognized author and subject matter 
expert so that attorneys can find within the HRCH many best practice standards and can adapt interrogatories, 
deposition questions, attorney work products, expert witness testimony guidelines, and guidelines for jury 
testimony of expert witnesses at trial. Once read the HRCH will facilitate appropriate attorney inquiries and 
investigation to determine both the strengths and weaknesses of any school district transportation service that 
was provided and that resulted in a school bus collision, student passenger or pedestrian injury, or injury to the 
school bus driver or bus assistant. Attorneys may not be informed regarding the internal workings of school 
district transportation departments and services. School Districts as lawsuit defendants may be resistant to 
informed inquiries done by the plaintiff council. This text will provide the guidelines for informed and 



substantive collision and/or incident investigations. The HRCH provides such a complete and careful analysis 
of the circumstances, preventability, liability, countermeasures and standard operating procedures when school 
bus incidents occur from close calls that were reported to pedestrian fatalities, student injuries within or around 
the school bus. 

The twelve issues of School Bus Collision Investigation Newsletter (SBCIN) comprise the second component of 
this Handbook for Attorneys. A substantive treatment of investigation procedures and best practice are 
provided around major topics which would be of specific concern to attorneys and their clients with respect to 
school bus collision investigation best practice. Collision investigation involving school buses is not a popular 
subject in the school bus industry particularly with those public school providers and the private contractors 
whose school bus fleet must meet the same rigorous best practice standards. 
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